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restored again to himself; he is even forced upon himself;
thus coming once more into his own way between gods
and men, and subject to his own laws, The awful dread
which haunts the primitive, that dread of every impressive
phenomenon which he at once senses as magic, as though
things were charged with magical power, preserves him
in a practical way against that most dreaded possibility,
the loss of the soul, with its inevitable sequel of disease
or death.
The loss of a soul corresponds with the tearing loose
of an essential part of one's nature; it is the disappearance
and emancipation of a complex, which therewith becomes a
tyrannical usurper of consciousness, oppressing the whole
man; it throws him out of his course, and constrains him
to actions whose blind one-sidedness has self-destruction
as its inevitable issue. The primitives are notoriously
subject to such phenomena as running amok, Berserker
rage, possessions, and the like. An intuitive knowledge
of the daemonic character of this power supplies an
effective guard, for such an insight at once deprives the
object of its strongest spell, shifting its source to the world
of daemons, i.e. to the unconscious, whence the force of
passion actually springs. Exorcising rites, whose aim is
to bring back the soul and release the enchantment also
effects this backflow of libido into the unconscious,
, This mechanism is clearly effective in the case of
Hennas. The transformation of Rhoda into the divine
mistress deprives the actual object of her provocative and
destructive power, and brings Hermas under the law of
his own soul and its collective determinants,
By virtue of his ability, he doubtless took an important
share in the spiritual movements of his age. At that very
time his brother Pius occupied the episcopal see at Rome,
Hermas, therefore, was called to collaborate in the great
tasks of his time^in a higher degree than he, as a former